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CDA Mission Statement 
Catholic Daughters of the 

Americas strives to embrace 

the principle of faith working 

through love, in the promotion 

of justice, equality, and the 

advancement of human rights 

and human dignity for all. 

CDA Motto – Unity & 

Charity 
The purpose of the 

organization is to participate in 

the religious, charitable, and 

educational Apostolates of the 

Church. Catholic Daughters of 

the Americas engages in 

creative and spiritual 

programs which provide its 

members with the opportunity 

to develop their God-given 

talents in a meaningful way to 

positively influence the welfare 

of the church and all peoples 

throughout the world. 

 

 

 

Message from our Regent 
To gain eternal life is to participate in the 

fullest way possible in the very life of God. It is 
to walk in the steps of Jesus, the path of love, 
surrendering to God’s grace and allowing his 

grace to flow through us to the world. Is this 
easy? No. The Gospel of Luke (Luke 13:22-30) 

reminds us that the gate is narrow precisely 
because it is in the very shape of Jesus Himself, and entrance 

through the gate involves becoming like Christ. The path of love 
is traveled by taking up one’s cross every day. 

We are faced with choices every moment of every day. These 

choices can take us in many directions: good or bad, life or 
death, heaven or hell. We live in a culture where freedom of 

choice is the most important thing to many, the idea that some 
choices might be good and others bad is often lost. Many assume 
that no matter how one lives a life, we are all bound to be saved. 

Many have lost a sense of sin and the need for a Savior in our 
lives. 

This passage about the narrow way 
reminds us that Jesus is the way. 
Jesus himself is the gate, and his 

disciples hold the key.  

As Catholic Daughters, let us strive 

to be intentional disciples of Jesus 
each and every moment of our 
lives. By placing Jesus at the center 

of our lives. By spending time with 
Jesus each day in prayer, reading 

scripture, following the teachings of 
the church, receiving the 
sacraments, and giving of ourselves 

for the good of others in love. May 
God bless each of your journeys 

and may the light of Christ shine on 
your path.  

~Regent Sharon Schouweiler  
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Membership Dues 
October is the month to collect annual dues of $25. Your dues go 
toward more than just sustaining our local court. A portion of our 

dues is combined with dues from all the other courts throughout 
the United States, Puerto Rico, Guam, East Africa, & Peru to 

assist many charitable organizations including: 

Habitat for Humanity 
Holy Cross 
Laboure Society 
SOAR! 
National Center on Sexual Exploitation 

Please mail your $25 dues (made payable to CDA Court Plainview 
#497) to Debbie Blattner, Financial Secretary, 30596 Hwy 247; 

Elgin, MN 55932. Thank you! 

Remember in Your Prayers 
 Deceased members of our Court 
 Our CDA sisters who are ill  

 Pray to end abortions and terrorism (3 Hail Marys daily) 
 Priests, deacons, and lay ministers – may God bless them and 

grant them strength to do His work 
 Sisters M. Jennifer and M. Sara (Angela Carlson’s daughters) 
 Sister Emmanuel (Linda Schmidt’s daughter) 

 All seminarians, especially Charles DeReuil, Alex Hall, David 
Maslow and Gregory Sauer. 

 Briana Bruske, who is discerning religious life. 

Sunshine Committee – Cards Needed 
Our court’s Sunshine Committee sends cards and kind words to   
CDA sisters who are ill, hospitalized, and homebound or who 

have experienced a loss. Currently the committee is running low 
on sympathy cards. If you would like to donate sympathy cards 

for this effort, please contact Carol Kronebusch at 534-2812 or 
carol.kronebusch@gmail.com. 

CDA Mass and Gummi Bear Sales 
This year the gummi bear sales will take place the weekend before our 

annual CDA mass. Gummi Bears will be sold after all masses in our 3 

parishes the weekend of October 19-20. Listed below are CDA members 

who have been assigned to sell at each mass. Contact Monica 

Thompson (507-251-0414) with questions. 
 4:30 pm @ St. Joachim: Jessica Andring, Darlene Goergen, Bea Rahrmann 

 8:00 am @ St. Patrick: Rosy Krier & Betty Cronin 

 8:30 am @ Immaculate Conception: Joanie Lyons & Darlene Miller 

 10:30 am @ St. Joachim: Elaine Martin, Linda Schmidt, Karen Reinschmidt 

The CDA mass will be held on Saturday, October 26 at the 4:30 mass at 

St. Joachim Church. Court members will fill the liturgical roles at the 

mass. Please meet in the Narthex at 4:15 to process in and sit together. 

mailto:kdblattner@hotmail.com
mailto:kreinsch85@gmail.com
mailto:monicathompson559@gmail.com
https://www.catholicdaughters.org/nationalprojects.shtml#a2
https://www.catholicdaughters.org/nationalprojects.shtml#a3
https://www.catholicdaughters.org/nationalprojects.shtml#a4
https://www.catholicdaughters.org/nationalprojects.shtml#a6
https://www.catholicdaughters.org/nationalprojects.shtml#b2
mailto:carol.kronebusch@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CDA Info Online: 

Local: 

www.saintjoachimchurch.org/c

da497.html 

State: www.mncda.com 

National: 

www.catholicdaughters.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Trip to Grotto of the Redemption 
Court Plainview joined Courts St. Charles and St. Mary Peter on a 
comfortable motor coach trip to the Grotto of the Redemption in 

West Bend, IA http://www.westbendgrotto.com on July 31, 2019. 
It was a beautiful day and the group enjoyed a delicious lunch at 
the Wagon Wheel Cafe in West Bend before touring the beautiful 

shrine and Ss. Peter and Paul Church. 

 

     

 

Board & Brush Fall Fundraiser Event 

We will be hosting another board and brush event on Mon., November 18 

at 6:00 p.m. at St. Joachim Church basement (St. Anne Hall). There will 

be 3 designs to choose from and pre-registration will ensure everyone 

gets their first choice. Cost will be $25 per person/sign. This event is 

open to anyone age 18 or older so bring your friends or family. Court 

members will bring appetizers and beverages to share. Watch the bulletin 

and your email for more information. Contact Karen Reinschmidt at 507-

951-6889 or kreinsch85@gmail.com with questions.  

http://www.saintjoachimchurch.org/cda497.html
http://www.saintjoachimchurch.org/cda497.html
http://www.saintjoachimchurch.org/cda497.html
https://mncda.com/
http://www.catholicdaughters.org/
http://www.catholicdaughters.org/
http://www.westbendgrotto.com/
mailto:kreinsch85@gmail.com
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Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

October  12-

13 

Cinnamon Rolls after masses; Committee: 

Monica Thompson (Chair), Dianne Johnson,  Barb 

Haley, Kris Miller, Jo Sawyer, Bea Rahrmann  

 19-

20 

Sell Gummi Bears after mass to support Habitat 

for Humanity 

 21 October Meeting, Spiritual Adoption birthday 

party and memorial for deceased members  

6:30 pm, St. Anne’s Hall   

Lunch Committee: Officers 

 26 CDA Mass – 4:30 mass at St. Joachim Church 

November 9-

10 

Cinnamon Rolls after masses; Committee: 

Sharon Schouweiler (Chair), Rosy Krier,  Elaine 

Martin, Joann Klavetter, Carol Kronebusch, Deb 

Blattner   

 

 

 

 

18 Board & Brush event (in place of the monthly 

CDA meeting) - St. Anne’s Hall 

Lunch Committee/Hosts: Jessica Andring (Chair), 

Carol Boyle, Sue Kennebeck, Mary Lou Petit, 

Tohnia Schmidt, Kathy Steffen, Monica 

Thompson, Rosemary Koenig 

**Court members are asked to bring appetizers 
 

SAVE THE DATE 

Our court’s 100th Anniversary will be celebrated on 

Saturday, April 25, 2020 

 

We need volunteers to serve as a planning committee. Contact Sharon Schouweiler if you can help plan a special 

celebration of this wonderful milestone. 

Following is an article written by Kristi Anderson published in The Central Minnesota Catholic June 30, 2019 about 

Fr. Gregory Sauer, who our court supported with prayers and cards through the Support Our Seminarians project.  

 

MEET FATHER GREGORY SAUER 

By: Kristi Anderson/The Central Minnesota Catholic/June 30, 2019 

Just as his hobby of unicycling is distinctive, Father Gregory Sauer believes his priesthood will be filled with 

unique opportunities and an abundance of grace. He most looks forward to celebrating Mass and spending time 

with people.  

“Celebrating Mass will be a great joy as well as just being present with people in those times of joy as well as 

those times of sadness,” Father Sauer said. “Whether it’s birth or marriage, a funeral and death, or somebody 

struggling with a difficulty, I look forward to being with people and helping them to grow spiritually and to 

provide compassion and support.” -continued on next page- 

 



As early as 7 years old, Father Sauer recalls being 

drawn to two possible vocations: a veterinarian, like 

his father; or the priesthood, like his childhood pastor, 

Fr. Mark Stang, at St. Mary of Mount Carmel.  

Father Sauer grew up on a small hobby farm two miles 

outside of Long Prairie, where he was homeschooled 

along with his nine siblings. During his high school 

years, he developed an interest in engineering.  

When it came time for college, Father Sauer attended 

North Dakota State University and became involved 

with FOCUS, Fellowship of Catholic University 

Students. Thoughts of entering the priesthood still 

crossed his mind.  

“There wasn’t any hard turning point for me,” he said. “It was more just thinking that I would take the first 

year of college and really discern what I’m supposed to do. But I remember attending a FOCUS conference 

in January and thinking it’s already been half a year and I haven’t even started discerning.”  

By summer, Father Sauer felt he needed to take action toward more formal discernment. He contacted the 

Diocese of St. Cloud’s then-director of vocations, Fr. Gregory Mastey, who encouraged him to spend more 

time in prayer. “I went back to NDSU for another year, and throughout that year it really confirmed that 

entering seminary felt like the right thing to do,” he said. “I think even in high school, I knew I was going to 

go to seminary eventually. I just wasn’t really willing to admit it yet.”  

Father Sauer continued developing his relationship with the Lord throughout his years in seminary. “There 

have been challenges, like, ‘Am I really called to the priesthood? Am I worthy for this?’ But just to know 

with confidence that it’s not just my discernment, but it’s also the Church’s discernment and they have said, 

‘We accept you, we approve.’ That has been a grace, knowing that it’s not just me. The Church has also said, 

‘We want you as a priest,’” he said.  

Fr. Mark Stang played a significant role in Father Sauer’s vocational journey. “He was a role model that I 

really looked up to because he was a young priest, very joyful, and he lived a vocation that was attractive. He 

was very much a witness to the priesthood — something I pray that I might be as well. It’s one of the things 

in my heart — to inspire other people to check out the seminary or at least consider priesthood.”  

Father Sauer loves to play cards as well as any kind of pick-up sports. He also has a knack for unicycling. All 

of these pastimes, he thinks, may serve him well in his ministry. “Continuing to develop my own prayer life 

and to help others develop their prayer life is definitely important to me as well as being joyful, loving and 

caring for the people,” he said. “Also, taking an interest in the youth, to ask them what’s going on in their 

life, to go out there and play softball or volleyball with the young adults. I want to show that priesthood isn’t 

boring, to show them we are human, we do fun things, we love life.”  

Father Sauer will be serving as parochial vicar in the St. Cloud parishes of Holy Spirit, St. John Cantius and 

St. Anthony. In addition to celebrating Mass, Father Sauer is looking forward to hearing confessions. “I’ve 

had a lot of graces through confession, and I want to be able to help others experience the Lord’s mercy, to 

be forgiven of their sins and then to encourage and help them,” he said. “I feel like I will be a compassionate 

confessor and encourage people to continue developing their prayer life. How do you develop a relationship 

with the Lord? How do you really pray? I want people to know that it’s more than just saying prayers. It is 

developing that relationship to be able to truly experience God’s love as well as his mercy.”   

Father Gregory Sauer (photo credit: Dianne Towalski/The Central 

Minnesota Catholic) 



Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Court Plainview #497 

September 16, 2019 
 

Minutes 

The regular meeting of Court Plainview #497 was called to order by Regent Sharon Schouweiler on  

September 16, 2019 at 6:47 p.m. in St. Anne’s Hall. A silent roll call of officers noted all officers present. Twelve 

additional members and one guest were present. The minutes of the June 17, 2019 meeting were approved as read.  

 

Correspondence was read:  

 Thank you from Mary Ann Kuharski, ProLife Across America for the $50 donation 

 Thank you from Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life for the $50 donation 

 Thank you from Rita Schmidt and family for the rosary and mass memorial for Francis Schmidt 

 Thank you from Shawn Bennett for the $250 scholarship 

 Thank you from Megan Judge for the $250 scholarship 

 

The Treasurer reported the balance on hand was $4,041.78.  Deposits totaled $28.86 and expenses amounted to 

$554.90. The balance as of September 16, 2019 is $3,515.74. The report will be filed. No bills submitted. 

 

There were no committee reports on the agenda. 

 

Old Business 

 The summer day trip to the Shrine of the Grotto of the Redemption in West Bend, Iowa on July 31 was a 

success. There were 43 women from Court St. Mary Peter and Court St. Charles who attended. The shrine 

was beautiful and everyone had a good time. 

 

New Business 

 Updates and changes to the 2019-20 Member Information booklet were discussed and noted. 

 It was decided to host a board and brush fundraiser event on November 18 in place of our November 

meeting. Since we normally have a memorial service for deceased members at the November meeting, it 

was decided to move this to the October meeting instead. It was suggested also having prayers for the 

deceased members added to the prayer petitions at the CDA mass in October. 

 Rita Young shared the proposed budget for the 2019-20 fiscal year. Monica Thompson moved to approve 

the budget. The motion passed. 

 The 2019 Summer Workshops sponsored by the State officers are coming up, and four of our court’s 

officers will attend the September 28 session in Medford.  

 The Habitat for Humanity gummi bears sales will take place after all masses at our three parishes the 

weekend of October 19-20. Monica Thompson is the chairperson for this activity. 

 The CDA mass in recognition of National CDA Sunday will be held at St. Joachim Church on Saturday, 

October 26 at the 4:30 mass. Court members will fill the liturgical roles at this mass.  

 Father Becker requested the CDA court consider making a donation toward the recent all-parish event (bus 

trip to Minnesota Twins game). No motion or votes were made. 

 Regent Sharon Schouweiler proposed having the Catholic Daughters cover the following roles on the 

second weekend of each month: greeters, offertory, and hand out The Courier after mass. After discussion, 

it was decided to table this decision until the October meeting. 

 

Financial Secretary Report:  

 No report this month.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. followed by installation of new member, Jo Sawyer. The next meeting is 

scheduled for Monday, October 21 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Joachim Church in St. Anne’s Hall.  

--Submitted by Karen Reinschmidt, Recording Secretary 

Draft 
09/16/2019 


