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      REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 
 Deceased members of our Court—may 

they rest in peace. 

 Our priests, deacons, and lay ministers. 

 Our seminarians—Gregory Sauer and David Trout 
(St. Paul Seminary), John Braun, David Maslow, and 
David Lewandowski (St. John Vianney College), 
Matthew Goldammer (Pontifical North American 
College), and Robert Scanlon (Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Seminary). 

 The unborn. 

 Sisters M. Jennifer and M. Sara (Angela Carlson’s 
daughters). 

 Sister Emmanuel Schmidt (Linda Schmidt’s daughter). 

 Kathy Steffen, as she battles cancer. 

 Keep these CDA sisters in your prayers:  Beth (Lynch) 
Smith, whose husband (Richard) passed away on 
February 1st; Sandie Heimerman, whose father-in-law 
(Don Heimerman) passed away on February 26th; and 
Rita Schmidt, whose husband (Francis) is experiencing 
health challenges. 

 Marge Deming, who has ongoing health issues. 

MISSION STATEMENT:  Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace the 
principle of faith working through love, in the promotion of justice, equality, and 
the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all. 

MOTTO 
The purpose of the organization is to participate in the 
religious, charitable, and educational Apostolates of the 
Church.  Catholic Daughters of the Americas engages in 
creative and spiritual programs which provide its 
members with the opportunity to develop their God-given 
talents in a meaningful way to positively influence the 
welfare of the church and all peoples throughout the 
world. 

                  WHAT IS A CATHOLIC DAUGHTER? 

She is a common ordinary woman. 

She loves her God and church. 

She loves her family and cares for them in a most loving way. 

She loves her community — because without faith, family, and friends, she stands alone 
and lonely. 

She is mature (over 18) in mind and spirit. 

She follows the motto of Unity and Charity by working for the church, family, and 
community. 

By her membership, many charities are supported in the state, national, and local levels. 
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     The past two years have just flown 
by.  It’s been a busy, exciting, 
challenging, and rewarding time.  I have 
had the wonderful opportunity to work 
with four great state officers and the 
many courts and members throughout 
the state.  I thank each of you for your 
dedication and patience for the work 
that has been done the past two years. 

     Membership continues to be a challenge.  Membership 
has declined in CDA nationally, as well as locally.  We 
need our state membership to continue to grow even as 
we lose members who take up membership in their new 
role as “angels” in heaven. 

     We were asked and have responded.  We are 
working on a new Perpetual Calendar that is now 
scheduled to be out by the summer workshops.  We 
continue to distribute “Book of Prayer” and the revised 
and reprinted “Who We Are” booklets.  These are 
excellent recruiting tools to use for your court. 
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     As my term as your State Regent is nearing 
the end, it has been an honor and privilege to 
represent the CDA of Minnesota.  I like to refer to 
you “as family,” especially when I endured some 
tough times in 2011 and 2012 due to some 
untimely deaths in my family.  Yes, you “my 
family” was there for me, and I will never forget.  
Courts such as yours are very caring and 
generous with your time, talent, and treasures.  It 
truly was an awesome privilege to serve as your 
State Regent.  Blessings to each of you. 

Margee Keller 

Former MN State Regent 

For more National CDA information, visit our 
website: www.catholicdaughters.org. 

 

(With the new State Officer Team transitioning 
into their roles, we look forward to hearing from 
our new State Regent, Evonne Seivert, in our 
next newsletter). 

   National CDA Regent’s Message 

   Former State Regents Comments 

Former State  
Regent,  

Margee Keller 

 — Excerpts taken from “Share,” 
CDA Spring 2017 Magazine — 

Dear Catholic Daughters, 

     As I began to write this article for 
the spring issue of Share, I took some 
time to think and do a little research 
on the theme—Sacred Space.  
Developing this article 
on sacred space has 
been a personally 

rewarding experience.  This is not a topic I 
have addressed before, and it challenged 
my own spiritual growth.  What does 
“sacred space” really mean to me, 
especially with all my responsibilities and 
travels?  How do I work this concept into my 
“life on the road” with a different schedule 
from day to day? 

     After much reading and research, I came to 
understand the definition of sacred space.  It is the place 
you designate as a religious place invoking the Spirit or 
the Lord.  It can be a formal place of worship, such as a 
church or temple, or a state of mind to which you can 
retreat and withdraw from worldly distractions, or a 
physical or mental location where you feel connected 

with and in communication with the 
Lord.  Therefore, in each of my 
stops, I had to designate a place 
that I called my “sacred space.” 

     There are places conducive to communication 
and prayer, but when these places are not 
available, you must establish them within for 

yourself.  It will be your challenge 
in 2017 to find your own “sacred 
space” and return to it frequently 
to renew and refresh your spirit.  
Find time each day to be alone 
with the Lord, and you will find the 
fullness and light His presence 
brings. 

In Unity and Charity, 

Helene Shepard, National Regent 

 

For more National CDA information, visit our 

website: www.catholicdaughters.org. 

National Regent,  
Helene Shepard 
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     For your reflection, I share with you this excerpt from an article I read 
recently about the Anniversary of the Fatima apparitions (Kranick B: The 
100th Anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima. Catholic Exchange.   http://
catholicexchange.com/the-100th-anniversary-of-our-lady-of-fatima). 
     May 13, 2017, will mark 100 years since the Fatima apparitions, 
and an opportunity to reflect deeply again upon their message.  The 
Angel of Peace appeared three times to the shepherd children, Lucia, 
Jacinta, and Francisco, beginning in the spring of 1916 in Fatima, 

Portugal.  These visitations prepared the way for the six apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima in 1917.  The 
message of Fatima may be lost sometimes in the mysterious and the spectacular: the apparitions; the 
“three secrets;” the “dancing of the sun.”  Yet, the main entreaties from Heaven concerned our day-to-day 
earthly activities and how these will forge our eternal destiny.  The everlasting consequence of unrepented 
mortal sin is Hell; knowing this, we should live our lives according to the laws of God, in obedience, purity 
and virtue. The central message of Fatima was an urgent plea to stay on the narrow path to Heaven. 
     On this 100th anniversary of Fatima, we are reminded again to contemplate its message and embrace 
its devotions.  Although the Angel of Peace and Our Lady of Fatima appeared during the carnage of 
World War I, the divine messages are perhaps even more relevant today, in an age of nuclear weapons 
and renewed militancy across the globe, rampant atheism, materialism and loss of faith, a diminishing 
Church in the West, and a rapidly growing permissive society.  As faithful disciples, we are called to be 
holy, and intercessors for each other.  Fatima was a wake-up call.  In it, Jesus’ last words from the Cross 
come alive “Behold, your mother” (Jn. 19:27).  In the midst of a passing world, we need to get right with 
eternal things: penance, Confession, the Eucharist, prayer, especially the Rosary.  Our Lady of Fatima 
renews this call again, to stay on the narrow path to Heaven. 

     Blessings, 

     Rita Young, Regent 

 Plainview Regent,  
 Rita Young 

Comments From Our Regent  —  Plainview Court 

Comments From Deacon John DeStazio 

THANK YOU, MOM! 

 
     May is the month of our Blessed 
Mother Mary, and it is the month we 
remember our own blessed mother.  As I 
reflect on my life with my mother, I have 
fond memories.  My mother was a “Renaissance Woman.”  
She not only fed me, clothed me, and taught me right from 
wrong, she could do just about anything around the 
house—from wallpapering the walls, to fixing a leaky 
faucet, to mending my clothes.  She had the gift of numbers 
and was an excellent bookkeeper.  I believe now, as I look 
back, that she was blessed with many gifts—gifts that 
were never recognized publicly.  She just simply served 
others using the gifts she was given to her by God. 

     Mom was a servant just as Jesus wants us to be.  For 
example, if a neighbor passed away she would make and 
take dinner to the family without anyone asking.  

     My mother came from a non-Catholic family and 
converted to Catholicism before marrying my father.  Then, 
for the next 40 years, she was persecuted by her parents, 
who constantly criticized her for her new beliefs.  However, 
it never affected her; at least, she never let it be known. 

     I can only say that 
she was a saint-in-the-
making.  She had a 
devotion to the rosary.  
I can remember how, 
during every Friday 

through Lent, the neighbors would 
come over and we would spend 
15 minutes on our knees praying 
the rosary. 

     When mom died, I was there with her.  I believe 
I was blessed to be able to spend her last moments 
with her and to assist in her transition from earth to 
heaven.  Thanks, Mom, for all you did for me and 
taught me...I am blessed. 

     Let us each take some time to remember our 
mothers, especially during the month of May and 
offer a rosary for her.  If your mother is still with 
you, why not tell her face-to-face what she means 
to you and thank her. 

     Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for us! 

Blessings, 

Deacon John 

 Deacon  
John F. DeStazio, 

O.F.S. 



Wednesday, 5/10 
Confirmation 

 
 

   Sunday, 5/14 
   Mother’s Day              

 
 

Monday, 5/15 
  St. Joachim’s / St. Anne’s Hall — 7:00 p.m. 
Rosary @ 6:45 p.m. & Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

     Lunch Committee:  Darlene Goergen (Chair), 
Janet Rahman & Rosemary Marx 

 

Sunday, 5/21 
Scholarships 
awarded at  

Baccalaureate 
Mass 

 
 

Thursday, 5/25 
Ascension Day of Our Lord 

 
Monday, 5/29 
Memorial Day 

 
 
 

Sunday, 6/18 
Father’s Day 

 
 
 

Monday, 6/19 
  St. Joachim’s / St. Anne’s Hall — 7:00 p.m. 
Rosary @ 6:45 p.m. & Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

     Lunch Committee:  Monica Thompson (Chair), 
Carol Boyle, Sue Kennebeck, Tohnia Schmidt, & 

Kathy Steffen 
 

THINKING AHEAD:   
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, 7/19 
  Priest’s Appreciation Potluck Dinner  

6:30 p.m. 
Committee:  Joann Klavetter (Chair) & Officers 

 

 4 

     May / June Upcoming Events 

   May / June 2017 Newsletter 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

May 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

June 2017 
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—Taken from Catholic Online at:                     
http://www.catholic.org/lent/ascension.php— 

Ascension Day—May 25, 2017 

      “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father…” 

     “So then the Lord Jesus, after He had spoken to 
them, was taken up into heaven, and sat down at the 
right hand of God.”  Christ’s body was glorified at 
the moment of His Resurrection, as proved by the 
new and supernatural properties it subsequently and 
permanently enjoys.  But during the forty days when 
He eats and drinks familiarly with His disciples and 
teaches them about the kingdom, His glory remains 
veiled under the appearance of ordinary humanity.  
Jesus’ final apparition ends with the irreversible entry 
of His humanity into divine glory, symbolized by the 
cloud and by heaven, where He is seated from that 
time forward at God’s right hand.  Only in a wholly 
exceptional and unique way would Jesus show 
Himself to Paul “as to one untimely born,” in a last 
apparition that established Him as an apostle. 

     The veiled character of the glory of the Risen One 
during this time is intimated in His mysterious words to 
Mary Magdalene:  “I have not yet ascended to the 
Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, I am 
ascending to My Father and your Father, to My God 
and your God.”  This indicates a difference in 
manifestation between the glory of the risen Christ 
and that of the Christ exalted to the Father’s right 
hand, a transition marked by the historical and 
transcendent event of the Ascension. 

     This final stage stays closely linked to the first; that 
is, to His descent from heaven in the Incarnation.  
Only the one who “came from the Father” can return 
to the Father:  Christ Jesus.  “No one has ascended 
into heaven but he who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man.”  Left to its own natural powers, 
humanity does not have access to the “Father’s 
house,” to God’s life and happiness.  Only Christ can 
open to man such access that we, His members, might 
have confidence that we, too, shall go where He, our 
Head and our Source, has preceded us. 

     “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men to Myself.”  The lifting up of Jesus on 
the cross signifies and announces His lifting up by His 
Ascension into heaven and, indeed, begins it.  Jesus 

Christ, the one priest of 
the new and eternal 
Covenant, “entered, not 
into a sanctuary made 
by human hands...but 
into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the 
presence of God on 
our behalf.”  There, 
Christ permanently 
e x e r c i s e s  H i s 
priesthood, for he 
“always lives to make 
intercession” for “those 
who draw near to God 
through Him.”  As “high 
priest of the good 

things to come,” He is the center and the principal 
actor of the liturgy that honors the Father in heaven. 

     Henceforth, Christ is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  “By ‘the Father’s right hand’ we understand 
the glory and honor of divinity, where He who exists 
as Son of God before all ages, indeed as God, of 
one being with the Father, is seated bodily after He 
became incarnate and His flesh was glorified.”  

     Being seated at the Father’s right hand signifies 
the inauguration of the Messiah’s kingdom, the 
fulfillment of the prophet Daniel’s vision concerning 
the Son of Man:  “To Him was given dominion and 
glory and kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and 
languages should serve Him; His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
His kingdom is one that shall not be destroyed.”  
After this event, the apostles became witnesses of the 
“kingdom that will have no end.” 

     In summary, Christ’s Ascension marks the definitive 
entrance of Jesus’ humanity into God’s heavenly 
domain, when He will come again (Acts 1:11).  This 
humanity, in the meantime, hides Him from the eyes 
of men (Col 3:3).  Jesus Christ, the head of the 
church, precedes us into the Father’s glorious 
kingdom so that we, members of His Body, may live 
in the hope of one day being with Him forever.  
Jesus Christ, having entered the sanctuary of heaven 
once and for all, intercedes constantly for us as the 
mediator who assures us of the permanent 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 



6 

   May / June 2017 Newsletter 

Meeting Minutes—April 17, 2017:  CDA Court Plainview #497 

Time / Topic Discussion 

6:45PM 

Opening Prayer 

Welcome of Guests 

Potluck Supper  

Call to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Silent Roll Call of 
Officers 

 The evening began at 6:45 p.m. with the opening prayer led by Rita 
Young. 

 Members enjoyed a potluck supper celebrating the Court’s 97th 
anniversary. 

 The April 17, 2017 CDA meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by 
Regent, Rita Young, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 A silent roll call of officers noted all officers present.  Eleven (11) 
additional members were present.  In addition, Janet Ryan, District 
Deputy, and Zonda Befort from Court St. Mary Peter #1864 
Mazeppa-Bellechester, attended the meeting. 

Review of Minutes of 
the March 20, 2017 
Meeting 

The minutes of the March 20, 2017 meeting were reviewed and 
approved. 

Reading of 
Correspondence 

No correspondence was received. 

Treasurer’s Report Sharon Durgin provided the Treasurer’s Report.  The balance on hand 
as of March 20, 2017, was $5,360.10.  Deposits totaled $566.50, and 
expenses amounted to $609.66.  The balance as of April 17, 2017 is 
$5,316.94.  The report will be filed. 

Reading of Bills Rita Young presented the following bills: 

 $12.82 for Easter cards sent to the seminarians (Rita Young) 

 $86.30 for rosary pouches for First Communicants 
(Sharon Schouweiler) 

Committee Reports  Education/Youth — Kathy Schmidt provided a scholarship awards 
update.  Six (6) applications were submitted.  To avoid a potential 
conflict of interest (given a family member had submitted an 
application), Kathy Schmidt and Linda Schmidt recused themselves 
from reviewing and scoring the applications.  Instead, Jean 
Klavetter and her son, Scott Klavetter, reviewed and scored the 
applications.  Based on their assessments, Jean Klavetter asked the 
Court to consider awarding three (3) scholarships this year, instead 
of two (2) as normally done.  Motion made by Helen Bates, and 
seconded by Monica Thompson, to award three (3) scholarships.  
Motion passed unanimously.  Kathy Schmidt will finalize the 
paperwork and notify Regent, Rita Young, of the three (3) winners. 
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Meeting Minutes Continued—February 20, 2017 

Time / Topic Discussion 

Committee Reports 
Continued 

 Legislative — Regent, Rita Young, provided a handout highlighting 
legislative issues, including information about the Second Annual Day 
of Prayer and Protest Against Planned Parenthood Rally (April 29th).  

Old Business  Summer Day Trip — Regent, Rita Young, noted we are still looking 
for options for a possible summer day trip and asked if anyone was 
interested in coordinating an event, they should let her know.  Jan 
Ryan from Court St. Mary Peter #1864 Mazeppa-Bellechester 
reported their Court is planning a trip to the St. Philomena Shrine in 
Briggsville, WI, on August 11th.  If our Court is interested in 
participating in this event with them, we can contact Jan. 

 Mother/Daughter Event — Regent, Rita Young, noted it has been some 
time since we held a mother/daughter event.  If anyone has any 
suggestions, or is interested in coordinating an event, please let Rita know. 

 Habitat for Humanity — Plainview Build/Looking for Applicants — 
Regent, Rita Young, shared information regarding a Habitat for 
Humanity build in the Plainview-Elgin area.  A representative for the 
project noted they were having difficulty in getting individuals to 
apply for this opportunity.  If you know of anyone who may qualify, 
please share the contact information with them. 

New Business  Membership Recruitment Reminder — Regent, Rita Young, reminded 
members that we should always be conscientious about recruitment of 
new members.  If the situation presents itself, please reach out to 
individuals and ask them to join our Court. 

 Looking Ahead — Court Officers for 2018 — Regent, Rita Young, 
reminded members that we will be electing new officers in 2018.  This 
is the second term for current officers in their respective roles.  Rita 
asked that members think and pray about the opportunity to serve as 
an officer in our Court. 

Other Business  District Deputy, Jan Ryan, Comments — Jan also encouraged 
members to consider taking a leadership role in the Catholic Daughters 
organization and continue to do the good work we do. 

 Financial Secretary Report — Jessica Andring noted there are five (5) 
members who have not yet paid their dues.  There were no additional 
update as this time. 

Adjournment, Closing 
Prayer/Rosary 

 The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. with the Rosary as the closing 
prayer.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 15, 2017.   

 The minutes were submitted by Jean Klavetter, Recording Secretary. 
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