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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 Deceased members of our Court—
may they rest in peace. 

 Our priests, deacons, and lay 
ministers. 

 Our seminarians, especially Gregory Sauer 
(St. Paul Seminary), John Braun, Timothy 
Gawarecki, Luke Gion, Matthew Goldammer, 
David Lewandowski, David Maslow, Dominic 
Shovelain, and David Trout (St. John Vianney 
College). 

 The unborn. 

 Sisters M. Jennifer and M. Sara 
(Angela Carlson’s daughters). 

 Sister Emmanuel Schmidt 
(Linda Schmidt’s daughter). 

 Kathy Steffen, as she battles cancer. 

MISSION STATEMENT:  Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to embrace 
the principle of faith working through love, in the promotion of justice, 
equality, and the advancement of human rights and human dignity for all. 

MOTTO 
The purpose of the organization is to participate in 
the religious, charitable, and educational 
Apostolates of the Church.  Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas engages in creative and spiritual 
programs which provide its members with the 
opportunity to develop their God-given talents in 
a meaningful way to positively influence the 
welfare of the church and all peoples throughout 
the world. 

WHAT IS A CATHOLIC DAUGHTER? 

She is a common ordinary woman. 

She loves her God and church. 

She loves her family and cares for them in a most loving way. 

She loves her community — because without faith, family, and friends, she stands alone 
and lonely. 

She is mature (over 18) in mind and spirit. 

She follows the motto of Unity and Charity by working for the church, family, and 
community. 

By her membership, many charities are supported in the state, national, and local levels. 
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   State CDA News 

     We are managing to live through 
the long political campaign!  Even 
though we may not all be happy with 
the results, we can be proud of the fact 
that we are Americans.  We want to 
continue our work for economic justice 
and opportunities for all; our efforts to 
reform laws around immigration, better 

education, better healthcare options, our desire to 
safeguard our religious freedom, and foster peace at 
home and abroad.  The church is intent on doing well 
and will continue to keep abreast of what is happening 

within our government. 

 “Woo-Hoo!”  We have been assigned a new 
National Supervisor.  Please welcome Vickie Feist from 
Pierre, SD.  If you wish to contact her, she can be 
Emailed at vickieCDA@gmail.com.  If you have not had 
a chance to meet her in person, she will be attending 
our State Convention scheduled for April 20-22 in 

Crookston.  Also, “kudos” to Shirley 
Seyfried, our Past National Regent 
and Past National Supervisor, for 

a job well done. 

     Also, now is the time of year to wish you a 
Happy Thanksgiving.  Be thankful for all you 
have.  I pray that each of you will have a 
wonderful Christmas celebrating the charity and 
love of God and enjoy a Blessed Christmas with 
your families.  Enjoy good health in the New 

Year! 

In CDA friendship,  

 
Margee Keller 
MN State Regent 
 
For more State CDA information, visit our 

website:  www.mncda.com.   

(Taken from the CDA National 
Quarterly Newsletter—Sept. 2016) 
 

Dear Catholic Daughters:  

     “...Reality has now begun to 
settle in and I am humbled and 
honored by your support and 
confidence.  I will do my best to 
live up to this trust.  It is my hope 
to fulfill my motto, ‘Serve the Lord 
with gladness’ (Psalm 100:2) and 

to foster a true spirit of unity and charity among our 
members.  I cannot do this alone, but only with your 

help and prayers. 

     The tasks ahead of us seem clear and attainable.  
In addition to increasing our numbers, the Board will 
undertake the revision of the ‘Tools of the Trade’ 
and make it easily accessible on the website.  This 
will facilitate quicker and easier access of the 
information necessary to develop and sustain our 

courts. 

     Our challenge as a society is to bring peace and 
direction to a world that seems to have lost its way.  

National Regent,  
Helene Shepard 
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We must help bring the Peace of Christ to 
our troubled world.  In order to do so, we 
must continue to be women of prayer and 

faith. 

     Renewed by the energy I witnessed in 
Pittsburgh, I am not only hopeful for the 
future, but proud of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas.  We are a presence in the 
world with the potential to bring about 

positive changes. 

     Again, I ask that you pray not only for 
me, but also for the members of the board—
that our decisions will be guided by the Holy 
Spirit and made in the truest meaning of 

Unity and Charity.” 
 

Peace in Christ, 
 

Helene Shepard 

National Regent 
 

For more National CDA information, visit our 

website: www.catholicdaughters.org. 

National CDA Regent’s Message  

State Regent,  
Margee Keller 
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     “Do not deceive yourselves by just listening 
to His word; instead, put it into 
practice” (James 1:22).  I have a “Verse of the 
Day” subscription that delivers a bible verse to 
my Email every morning.  Recently, I received 
the above verse from the Book of James and it 
struck me as being the exact thing we do as 

Catholic Daughters — we put His word into practice.  Our 
mission statement says it clearly:  “...working through love in 
the promotion of justice, equality, and the advancement of 
human rights and human dignity for all.”  Isn’t that what Jesus 
taught and modeled during his time on Earth with us?  We are 
doers of His word, not just listeners. 

     Please mark your calendars to join us on Monday, November 21st, at 6:45 p.m. at St. Joachim’s 
for our annual memorial service for our deceased members.  We owe much to the faithful women 
who formed and shaped our local Court and are now with all the saints in heaven.  In addition, 
Deacon John and Nancy Hust from St. Felix parish will share with us the story of their mission trip to 
Africa.  They will tell us about the challenges facing the people in that part of the world and 
describe the amazing faith they have. 

     Thank you to all who participated in our Pampered Chef fundraiser and helped 
to make it a successful event.  Hats off to Jessica Andring for organizing the event, 
and to the rest of my super officer team for helping with all the details.  It was an 
enjoyable evening with an awesome group of women (as well as Anthony)! 

     May you have a Blessed Advent and Joyous Christmas Season.  

Rita Young 
Regent 

 Plainview Regent,  
 Rita Young 

Comments From Our Regent  —  Plainview Court 

Comments From Deacon John DeStazio 

     “Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 
to life and only a few find it” (Matthew 7:14). 

     Only a few find it?  How many is only a few?  There 
is a man who speaks to churches, and his first 
question is “Who here is a disciple?”  A few 
raise their hands.  Then, he asks “Who here is 
a Christian?”  And everyone raises their 
hand.  Is there a difference?  If you ask 
people to list on a piece of paper what a 
Christian is and does, and then ask them to 
list what a disciple is and does you get two different 
lists.  Why is there a difference? 

     A disciple is a student of the one he/she follows.  To 
be a follower of Jesus and a disciple, we need to read 
and study His words and His life.  We need to be 
students of the Scriptures, especially the Gospels and 
Letters of St. Paul. 

     Being a disciple of Jesus is 
being a follower of Him, being 
like Him, being full of love, 

honoring, accepting, 
patient, humble, gentle, 
forgiving, open, and 
encouraging.  It is 
personal.  It is about 
f e l l o w s h i p  a n d 
relationships. 

     Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Exhortation (The 
Joy of the Gospel) writes:  “I invite all Christians 
everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed 
personal encounter with Jesus Christ or, at least, 
an openness to letting Him encounter them; I ask 
all of you to do this unfailingly each day.” 

     How is your relationship with Jesus? 

 Deacon  
John F. DeStazio, 

O.F.S. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiCiavE7PjPAhVjq1QKHTflB_8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planwallpaper.com%2Fthank-you&bvm=bv.136593572,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNEjiaWg_OKYXJyGv7Ep63dpQmUDUQ&ust=147758423977
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December 2016 

 

Tuesday, 11/1 
All Saints Day 

 
                               Wednesday, 11/2 

                            All Souls Day 
 

Sunday, 11/6 
Daylight Savings Ends 

(Don’t forget to set your clocks back!) 

 
  Saturday, 11/12 & Sunday, 11/13 

  St. Joachim’s & Immaculate Conception 
Project:  Cinnamon Rolls After Weekend Masses 

     Committee:  Rosie Miller (Chair), 
Helen Bates, Deb Blattner, Joyce Heaser, 

Joann Klavetter, Elaine Martin, & Rosy Krier 
 

  Monday, 11/21 
  St. Joachim’s / St. Anne’s Hall — 6:45 p.m. 

Memorial Service for Deceased Members 
(Meeting to follow) 

Officiant:  Deacon John Hust     
Lunch Committee:  Mary Lou Petit (Chair), 

Mary Kelly, & Rosie Miller 
 

      Thursday, 11/24 
     Thanksgiving Day 

 
 

             Sunday, 11/27 
     Season of Advent Begins 

 
 

Tuesday, 12/6 
Green Prairie Rehabilitation Center 

Project:  Bingo — 2:00 p.m. 
Committee:  Caroline Berg (Chair), 

Helen Bates, Marge Deming, 
Joyce Heaser, Rita Jacobs, 

Joann Klavetter, Rosie Miller, Mary Lou Petit, 
Bea Rahrmann, Jean Speedling, 

Marge Schouweiler, & Bonnie Zell 
 

Thursday, 12/8 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

 
Saturday, 12/10 & Sunday, 12/11 

St. Joachim’s & Immaculate Conception 
Project:  Cinnamon Rolls After Weekend Masses 

     Committee:  Jean Klavetter (Chair), 
Joanie Lyons, Darlene Miller, Kathy Schmidt, 

Tohnia Schmidt, & Bonnie Zell 
 

Monday, 12/19 
  CDA Christmas Party 

Rosary @ 6:15 p.m. & Dinner @ 6:30 p.m. 
Bring food or monetary donation for Food Shelf 

Meal Committee:  Officers 
 

Sunday, 12/25 
Christmas Day 

 
Sunday, 1/1/17 
New Years Day 
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     Deacon John Hust from 
the parish of St. Felix has 

agreed to conduct our November 21st Memorial 
Service for deceased members since our Deacon 
cannot do so.  In addition, Deacon Hust and his 
wife, Nancy, recently returned from a mission trip 
in Africa, and they will give a 
presentation about their 
experiences there.  Please be 
sure to join in this event. 

     Carol Graner is in need of 
birthday cards.  Anyone who 
has some cards to donate to the 
Sunshine Ministry should bring 
them to the next meeting, or you 
can give them directly to Carol.        

 Thank you. 

     Heavenly Father, in praising Your angels and saints, we praise Your 

glory, for by honoring them we honor You, their creator.  Their splendor 

shows us Your greatness, which infinitely surpasses that of all creation.  

In Your loving providence, You saw fit to send Your angels to watch over 

us.  Grant that we may always be under their protection and one day 

enjoy their company in heaven. 

     Heavenly Father, You are glorified in Your saints, for their glory is the 

crowning of Your gifts.  You provide an example for us by their lives on 

Earth; You give us their friendship by our communion with them; You 

grant us strength and protection through their prayer for the Church; and 

You spur us on to victory over evil and the prize of eternal glory by this 

great company of witnesses. 

     Grant that we who aspire to take part in their joy may be filled with the 

Spirit that blessed their lives, so that, after sharing their faith on Earth, 

we may also experience their peace in heaven.  In Your name, we pray.  



 
 

 TEST YOUR SKILLS 
“Saints” Word Search 

6 


